JOHN HUGHES
It is my great pleasure to report on the activities of the Society over the last triennium. This has been a period of vigorous growth and activity! Starting with an enormously successful Congress in Copenhagen and concluding with this exciting Congress in Kobe. The intervening years have seen a multitude of meetings, activities, events and publications all signifying dedicated effort by the membership.
During the triennium the Society's membership has grown remarkably from 1,850 to 2,300. I am delighted to report that this growth has been accompanied by the establishment of new National Member Societies in Austria, China, India, Korea, New Zealand and newly announced Pakistan. Expansion into the developing world has been encouraged by the Executive Board by providing for a substantially reduced membership fee for low income countries. Satisfactory as the increase in membership is, we must push still harder for more members to strengthen the viability of our Society and spread its influence in patient treatment throughout the world.
Over the past three years the Society has honoured a number of its prominent members. Ernst Marquardt and Erik Lyquist have been elected to Honorary Fellowship in recognition of their outstanding contribution in this field and to the work of the Society. I am sure the membership would wish to join me in congratulating these distinguished individuals on their well-deserved recognition. The Society has been particularly successful in organizing a whole series of meetings of a widely varying nature. The World Congresses continue to excite the interest of the membership worldwide. The Congress in Copenhagen at the start of the triennium was outstandingly successful by any measure, under 111 the able direction of Secretary General, Steen Jensen. There is no doubt that the Kobe Congress, under the Chairmanship of Professor Tsuchiya and Secretary General Seishi Sawamura shows promise of matching the success of its predecessor. The magnificent facilities of Kobe and the Convention Centre, a varied and interesting programme and the social programme arranged by our gracious Japanese hosts promise that our first Congress in Asia will be a memorable occasion. Beyond that we are already deep in preparation for the Chicago Congress of 1992 under the experienced guidance of Secretary General, Dudley Childress and with the enthusiastic support of the American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists and the American Orthotic and Prosthetic Association. We hope this will be a voyage of re-discovery for many of our members in the 500th anniversary year of the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus. I am somewhat bemused to report that the court case concerning the Bologna Congress of 1980 continues, with my report indicating precisely the same as my predecessor's three years ago, "the Judge who was dealing with the case has been transferred to another district and we are awaiting the appointment of a new Judge so that the hearing may continue." We must simply wait ready to respond and trust that justice will prevail.
The World Congresses are only one aspect of our varied programme of events and the last three years have seen many more. The first major international event to follow the World Congress was held in May 1987 in Miami and was a Workshop' on Above-Knee Fitting Techniques. In particular this dealt with the controversy over the relative merits of conventional quadrilateral sockets and the newer group of sockets typified by the CAT/ CAM (Contoured Adducted Trochanteric Controlled Alignment Method) socket. An international group of experts attempted to find order in chaos and identlfy the underlying principles. They identified the new group of sockets by the generic name of Ischial Containment and made recommendations for further work. The resulting publication will provide the source reference in this area. This meeting was followed in July 1987 by a further Workshop in the Society's education series and held in the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow. This international gathering of educators which was joined by representatives of other major international agencies, such as the World Health Organization and the International Committee of the Red Cross, developed a strategy for tackling the problem of Upgrading of Short-Course Trained Technicians. The implementation of that strategy, which included the provision of revision courses and distancelearning packages, has been delayed by our inability to attract funding, but it must remain one of our short-term priorities if we are to make a major impact on prostheticlorthotic provision in vast areas of the developing world. The Society's next meeting in September 1987, held in Herzliya, was an International Conference organized by the Israeli National Member Society to deal with the problems of Traumatic Amputation and subsequent treatment and prosthetic fitting. This meeting provided a forum for the foremost practitioners in this important field whose collective experience will now be available to all through the publication of the proceedings. In October 1987, President-Elect, Wim Eisma, with the assistance of the Netherlands, Belgian and German National Member Societies and under the auspices of the International Society organized PROTECH 11, an International ProstheticdOrthotics Conference designed as a follow-up and just as successful as its predecessor offered ten years previously, PROTECH. The next major event, in June 1988, was a Workshop, held in Seattle, on the subject of CAD/CAM (Computer Aided DesigdComputer Aided Manufacture). This subject had been singled out by the Executive Board as being of potentially dramatic importance in this field, and the workshop provided the opportunity for the world leaders to compare programmes and experiences and point directions for future investigation. Another important international event was the Conference on the Limb Deficient Child organized in August 1988 in Heidelberg by Past President, Ernst Marquardt, marking his retiral from the field. Attracting as it did the foremost specialists in this field, the conference provided an appropriate recognition of Ernest Marquardt's work and the publication based on the conference will be an essential text for years to come. Our other event in 1988 which tackled a different field of our members' interest was the International Conference on Wheelchairs and Special Seating held in Dundee in association with the Society. This most successful event attracted over 300 participants and was organized and run with the efficiency we have come to expect from the Dundee team.
This whole series of meetings must surely have spanned the interest of all of our members. These meetings were supplemented at national level by a multitude of events reflecting the type and needs of the individual society's and reported in the National Member Society reports. They are an essential element in the strength, life and growth of our national activities. The strength and value of all these meetings lies in their multidisciplinary nature which is the unique feature of our Society in this international area.
Much attention is now being focused by other International Agencies on the identification and application of "appropriate technology" in the developing world. For many agencies this was in the past equated to primitive methods and techniques which have no place in the treatment of patients. ISPO can rightly claim to have revolutionized attitudes in this field and pioneered the view that only devices based on sound biomechanical principles can be appropriate. This view has been promoted in a series of meetings held under the auspices of other international agencies, but where ISPO made significant contributions to their planning or conduct. These were: Our participation in these meetings is part of our continuing efforts to collaborate with other agencies in this field, particularly where we believe they have the need for the professional input which the Society can provide. Many have now identified ISPO as an essential resource. In particular we continue to develop our links with WHO aiming towards a condition of "Official Relations". A new relationship has also been formed during the triennium with IVO, the international organization of orthopaedic shoemakers, with rnutal representation on each other's Board. Close harmony with all of the international agencies, both governmental and non-governmental is essential to the continued development of the field and the avoidance of duplication of effort.
It remains our policy to publish the proceedings of workshops which we have organized so that the information and the deliberations contained may be made as widely available as possible. The following new publications have either become available, or are at at an advanced stage of publication: -Training and Education in Prosthetics and Orthotics for Developing Countries (Jonkoping Report) Upgrading for Technicians from Developing Countries Trained on Short Courses (Strathclyde Report) Traumatic Amputation (Heidelberg Proceedings). Above-Knee Fitting Techniques (Miami Report: advanced stage of publication). CAD/CAM (Seattle Report: advanced stage of publication).
ProsthetidOrthotic Education (Toronto Report: advanced stage of publication).
Another important publication to emerge from this triennium is "Amputation Surgery and Lower Limb Prosthetics". This represents the proceedings of the Conference on that subject organized in Dundee in 1985 and sponsored by the Society. However, the Conference itself was structured so that the modified proceedings would provide a logical, coherent text-book presenting the very latest in the "state of the art". The Dundee team are to be congratulated in having once more provided an essential text in our field.
Publications related to the Society itself include a new Directory of Members which will be available for circulation immediately following the World Congress. We are also indebted to Me1 Stills for producing a tape/slide package for use in publicising the Society's activities. We are conscious of the need to produce better material for such purposes and to this end are working on a new, informative, attractive brochure illustrating and explaining our work. Prosthetics/Orthotics International continues to thrive and astonishingly is now completing its thirteenth year of publication. It remains one of the tangible benefits of membership with a subscription price greater than the membership contribution to Copenhagen.
A major initiative which is nearing fruition is the Professional Register. The Task Officer, Hans Christian Thyregod, is presently working on the editing and entry of the response to the first mailing. This follows the preliminary work of assessing the format of the questionnaire and the ability of the soft-ware to process and access the information contained. It is hoped that the Register will be providing a service within a very few months. Of course, we do not have 100% response to the first mailing, and it will be necessary to follow-up in the New Year. It is hoped that National Member Societies will help by encouraging their members to respond. The Register has been a project favoured by successive Boards and it is gratifying to be able to report its eventual attainment.
On the European scene, the Society set up, in 1988, a Joint Education Commission with INTERBOR to prepare for the open market of 1992 and the effect of the requirement for the reciprocal recognition of professional qualifications. This presents special problems in the field of prosthetics and orthotics because of the wide variation in level of qualification encountered throughout the European Community & ? o m honours degree at one end to virtually no formal training at the other. The Joint Education Commission has developed a strategy to convince the European Commission of the special needs of this profession if the rights of the patient are to be protected. This is expected to involve a detailed study and reporting procedure over about the next year and will be the subject of a project grant application to the Community. Although European in focus, the outcome of this work will inevitably be useful and relevant right across the international scene.
On the wider international scene we continue to play a leading role in the International Standards Organization, and particularly in Technical Committee 168 on Prosthetics and Orthotics. All three Working Groups have been active in this triennium and much of their work nears fruition. These I S 0 Committees assume even greater and wider importance in relation to the "Open European Market" of 1992 and our contribution will be even more important and effective in raising standards of patient care throughout the world.
The Society continues to enjoy a sound financial base, although the Market problems of 1988 gave us some cause for concern and lead to a review of our investment policy. It has, as a consequence, been possible to hold the membership fees constant during the triennium. This means a steady reduction in real terms. Of course our income is supplemented by generous grants from the War Amputations of Canada and by SAHVA in Denmark, who also provide us with office space and other facilities. We also receive support and facilities from other organizations which are essential to our continued operation. I offer my grateful thanks to all of these bodies.
Our Society continues to grow and to thrive. We have initiated a review of our Constitution and our procedures aimed at widening the involvement and awareness of the membership.
We continually seek to find ways of using more of our human resource, the professionals from all disciplines and from all quarters of the globe. This is our greatest strength! It is not always appreciated by the membership that ISPO has only one full-time employee. All of our on-going activity, and the range and volume is impressive, is sustained by the voluntary effort of individual members. It is our hope for the future that the Professional Register will allow us to identify more of the membership willing to take part in the work of the Society.
We can look forward to more exciting and valuable activity in the coming triennium. A "concensus conference" on techniques of amputation surgery, a further meeting on the deformed foot, international evaluation initiatives, collaborative ventures with World Orthopaedic Concern, are all new areas under active consideration. Also, we must continue the work we have started in supporting educational institutes in the developing world, both by inspecting and recognising their programmes and by developing material for u p grading and finding the funding to mount courses. There is much to be done and much help needed if we are to achieve the ambition of our Constitution to promote high quality care throughout the world.
I believe this has been another triennium of achievement. At national level the development of our National Member Societies is a measure of all the dedicated effort of our National Committees and their Officers. We are all grateful to them. At international level the programme of events and activities is due to the untiring efforts of our Executive Board, its Committees and our Task Officers, ably assisted by our Secretary in Copenhagen, Aase Larsson. The volume of work handled by our Honorary Secretary, Norman Jacobs, must be apparent to all who have any role to play in the Society. I am more than grateful to all these individuals, and in particular the Officers of the Society, who give generously of their own time to make the Society's achievements possible.
I wish my successor and the new Executive
Board continued strength and success.
